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February 1, 2016 
 
 
Charles H. Bell, Jr. 
Bell, McAndrews & Hiltachk, LLP 
455 Capitol Mall, Suite 600 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 
RE: Death Penalty Reform and Savings Act of 2016 - Support 
 
Dear Mr. Bell, Jr.:  
 
On behalf of the California Statewide Law Enforcement Association (CSLEA) and our 7,000 
police, fire, investigator, inspector, and emergency personnel employed by the state of California, 
we strongly support the Death Penalty Reform and Savings Act of 2016.  

The Death Penalty Reform and Savings Act of 2016 reforms the appeals process, death row 
housing and victim restitution and provides agency oversight on execution protocols.  The 
initiative states that death row killers have murdered over 1,000 victims, including 229 children 
and 43 police officers; 235 victims were raped and 90 victims were tortured.    
 
First, the initiative reforms the appeals project by expanding the pool of available defense 
attorneys and requires that the attorney be appointed at the time of sentencing, which will result in 
defendants’ claims being heard sooner.  Second, by eliminating single cell housing of death row 
inmates, the Legislative Analyst states that the initiative will save the state tens of millions of 
dollars every year.  Also, this act will require death row inmates to work while in prison and pay 
restitution to their victims’ families, consistent with the Victims’ Bill of Rights.  Refusal to work 
and pay restitution will result in loss of special privileges.  Last, by allowing the California 
Supreme Court oversight authority, the Department of Corrections will be held accountable for 
expediting secondary review of death penalty cases in a timelier manner. 
 
The death penalty and the appeals process need to be significantly reformed in order to provide 
law enforcement the tools necessary to keep California’s communities safe.  As California works 
to meet the Federal requirement to reduce prison overcrowding by reducing sentences for lower 
level offenders, we must also look at the highest level offenders who have exhausted all of their 
appeals.         
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For these reasons, CSLEA is in support of the Death Penalty Reform and Savings Act of 2016.  If 
you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact our lobbyist, Shane LaVigne 
of Capitol Advocacy, at 916-444-0400. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
 
Alan Wayne Barcelona 
Special Agent, DOJ 
President, CSLEA 
 
	   	  


